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WSCHODNIA GALLERY-
EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE,
AN EXTRAORDINARY PLACE

The phenomenon of running private galleries in Poland
(where up until 1989 most culture insttutions were na-
tionalised and their standards as well as financial inde-
pendence were controlied by the state) has been an act
immensely valuable and is stil rare. In today's times, all
is dictated by the laws of economy, and hence everything
is exposed to commercialisation. With that in view, an
existence of a seffless and non-proft nstitution, which is
a genial place for artists, is invaluable. Its all-importance
can only be measured against the fact that it is a home
place for art let us callit ‘ephemeral’ or ‘non-commercial’)
‘which exhibits the same seffless and non-profit qualiies as
gallery 3 i this
art aspaceforit
ed. The year 1984 is the true beginning of the exhibiting
activity of the premises, which up to that time were a flat
and an artist's workshop. It was aiso a meeting place of
Lodz art society. The creative atmosphere of those times
‘was reflected in the activities of Wschodnia Gallery: just to
mention a few events, Polish nationwide independent art
festival Ziote Czolko (1986-1988) took place in the gallery
as well as the participation of Wschodnia gallery artists
in 2 New Art Biennale in Zielona Gora, Poland. What is




worth mentioning as wellis the fact that by selecting Wschodnia Galery as venue for the 1987
international art festival Utopia i Rzeczywistosc (Utopia and Reality Festival curated by Antoni
Mikolaiczy), Video Art Giip Festival (both organised together with Exchange Gallery) resulted
in enriching the audience community with fans of new media art and art critics.

To summarise then, within 5 years from the gallery opening, this institution, ran by two artists
rather unknown to the general public, grew to become a significant spot on the cultural map
of Lodz and Poland.

Another landmark activities, which opened Wschodnia Gallery to an international art forum,
were the return to Lodz of the legendary Construction In Process and the setting up of the.
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International Artists' Museum Association. Wschodnia Gallery benefited greatly from the inten-
sive work it put into a series of exhibitions happening within the framework of 3¢ International
Construction in Process ‘Back in Lodz' (1990). The success of the exhibitions meant that
the cooperation with Ryszard Wasko on the following Construction events was tightened,
and brought about jointed projects in the subsequent events in Lodz (1993), Israel (1995), Mel-
bourne (1997) and Bydgoszcz (2000). New contacts were acquired which often were forged
into long lasting art friendships.
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In the 90s, foreign artists were hosted in the gallery as often as Polish ones. The gallery became
famous for its hospitaiity in many different corers of the world.

Al of this contributed o the growing prestige and significance of the galery. Its dynamic devel-
opment was proven in the fact that The Center for Contemporary Art, Ujazdowski Castle (then
a budding institution, now the most important place in Warsaw exhibiting contemporary art) invited

the Wschodnia Gallery to one of the first artin Poland.
As a resul the extibition entitied Kregi Wschodiej (Circes of Wschodma) came to being in 1991

Around that time, it became apparent that the art community had to be re-integrated due to the
politcal situation of Poland. The need appeared to exchange experiences with other countries
and other independent art organisations. The rather small exhibiting potential of flats used in
Communist times as gallery spaces became obvious. Multimedia art, and most of al the con-
temporary installation works required larger spaces and new materials. More and more artists
working within city space were invited. The next step taken in order to provide artists with the best
possible working and technical conditions was an active participation in creating new places for
progressive art
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The focal point of the gallery has not changed in the past 20 years. It has always been inter- ————
s, high art. Its engagement oscillates around interdiscipiinary activities with

particular focus on action and installation art, photography and fim. The originality and the. ~
pe of the activit )y the artists running the gallery combined with the risk

taken by them determine just how cutting-edge their works are. =
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The decision to invest in that kind of art was an ingenious idea. After many years, the num-
ber 0’ site specific works grew to such volume that it constitutes an \mpresswe history of the
gent (et me stress it: a hanged with the guests wh with new
mtevpvetahons of the place. The Gallery was a mysterious library, it was a desert dotted with
sawdust hillocks, it was a cosmic planet covered with shining foil and the Arctic with an igloo.
It also changed into a trap for wild beasts, an insect breeding place, a garden with a pool,
abar, a copy of a flat, an archeological and sociological research ground in which destruction
and deconstruction were as interesting as construction and ordering chosen by others.
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Through ts participation in Poland-wide events, Wschod-
nia Gallery's contact list, prestige and media awareness
grew. The evidence of it can be found in the gallery’s curat-
ing projects, especially the international ones, for example
Cafe Europa (done in Lodz and Berlin), En route (done in
Spain, Germany and Poland), or Sense in Place (in which
six Eastern and Wester European countries 100k par).
In recent years, the cooperation with art historians and art
ajoint
project with a group of theoreticians entitied Art & Docu-
mentation Festival which aims at collecting, research-
ing and presenting to public a persistently growing body
of materials documenting ephemeral actions.

A devoted approach to record the tradition of the avant-
garde art is demonstrated in an active participation
of the gallery in the Katarzyna Kobro award which is given
10 the most distinguished Polish artists for their ife-time
achievements by an appointed chapter chaired by Jozef
Robakowski. This prestigious and respectable award,
founded by Lodz art collector Dariusz Bienkowski, every
year attracts the cream of the Polish society. The selec-
tion of Wschodnia Gallery as home of the award giving
ceremony ties the history of the gallery with the history
of the city and Lodz avant-garde, in which Wschodnia
Gallery, for the past 50 years, has always played an im-
portant role while becoming at the same time the marvel
of this history.

Edited from Jolanta Ciesielska's text
Transiation: Eizbieta Wysakowska-Walters
Lodz, January 2010
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PARTICIPATION OF WSCHODNIA GALLERY IN ARTISTIC EVENTS

1987
1990
1991
1995

1999

11 Biennale of New Art - BWA, Zislona Gdra, Poland

Galeries of the 80s - Zacheta National Gallery, Warsaw, Poland

Gircles of Wschodnia - Contemporary Art Centre, Ujazdowski Castle, Warsaw, Poland
Unter einem Dach / Under the Same Roof, ten polish Galeries as guests in Podewil,
Berlin, Germany

Signed Places - Contemporary Art Centre, Ujazdowski Castle, Warsaw, Poland

2000

2005

2007
2009

Forum of Galleries and Other Places of Art - Contemporary Art Centre LAZNIA and Wyspa
Gallery, Gdarisk, Poland

Presentation of polish noncommercial galeries during ,Art Poznar 2004” Art Fair

“New Artin the Old Slaughterhouse”, exhibition of polish noncommercial galleries during
“Art Poznan 2005" Art Fair

Signale, international exhibition, Dresden, Germany

Icons of Victory / transFORM - international art exhibition, Berlin, Germany



2003 EN ROUTE - Art on European Roads - Zaragoza-Belzig-Lodz

2005 Café Europa - £6dz-Beriin - projection of slides in public space

2005 ‘Sense in Place’ Site-ations International Europe 2005/06, a year long site-related
arts project; ,Factory of Phantasmagoria” - £6dz.

ADAM KLIMCZAK, YACCOV HEFETZ
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ARTISTIC EVENTS CO-ORGANIZED BY WSCHODNIA GALLERY

1988  Video Art Giip - Il Interational Festival

1988 Take Position - artists in the face of contemporary art situation; exhibitions,
insatallations, performances, shows, video, lectures, discussions

1989 Backwords and Forward - Meetings of critcs, artists and gallery owners dedicated to the
estimation of the art of 80s in Poland

1990 - Construction in Process I, Back n £0d? - ntemational art mesting

1990

1990 Between - show of a group of ar\lsls from Byann Shaw_School of Art, Great Britain
Mangcm Hodgkinson, Emma J. Lawton, Steve Lowe, Nicholas Rowan, Stephen Wiliams

1082 Lo Neo Avant-gardé Movement 16701993 - oxnition, prosentations, pedorances, concerts

2001 CONTINUUM Project - International Art Workshop

2001~ Arists for Artsts. Katarzyna Kobro Award (aureates: Zbigniew Diubak,
Juergen Blum-Kwiatkowski, Andrzej Diuzniewski, Krzysztof M. Bednarski, Teresa Murak,
Krzysztof Wodiczko, Jerzy Lewczyriski, Zbigniew Rybczyiski, Andrzej Lachowicz)




WSCHODNIA GALLERY AS A PARTNER OF ARTISTIC EVENTS
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ARTISTS SHOWING IN AND OUT OF WSCHODNIA GALLERY
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To this day, there has been 257 individual and group exhibitions, performances, concerts,
Video shows, acti
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